
The Merovingian Kingdoms: 450-751 AD
The Merovingian Kingdoms were a group of Frankish kingdoms that
existed in what is now France, Belgium, the Netherlands, and western
Germany from the 5th to the 8th centuries AD. The Merovingians were the
first dynasty of Frankish kings, and their kingdom was the precursor to the
Carolingian Empire.

Origins of the Merovingians

The Merovingians were a Salian Frankish tribe that originated in the area of
the lower Rhine River. They emerged as a power in the 5th century AD,
after the collapse of the Roman Empire. The first Merovingian king was
Childeric I, who ruled from 457 to 481 AD.
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Expansion of the Merovingian Kingdom

Under Childeric I and his son, Clovis I, the Merovingians expanded their
kingdom rapidly. They conquered much of Gaul (modern France) and parts
of Germany and the Netherlands. Clovis converted to Christianity in 496
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AD, which helped to unify his kingdom and gain the support of the Gallo-
Roman population.

The Merovingian Dynasty

The Merovingian dynasty lasted for over 200 years. During this time, there
were 21 Merovingian kings, including some of the most famous kings in
Frankish history, such as Clovis, Dagobert I, and Pepin the Short.

Decline of the Merovingian Kingdom

The Merovingian dynasty began to decline in the late 7th century AD. The
kings became increasingly weak and ineffective, and the kingdom was
plagued by civil wars and invasions. In 751 AD, the Merovingian king
Childeric III was deposed by Pepin the Short, who founded the Carolingian
dynasty.

Carolingian Empire

The Carolingian Empire was the successor state to the Merovingian
Kingdoms. The Carolingians expanded the Frankish kingdom even further,
and they ruled over a vast empire that included most of western Europe.
The Carolingian Empire was the most powerful state in western Europe
until its collapse in the 9th century AD.

Legacy of the Merovingians

The Merovingian Kingdoms played a key role in the development of France
and western Europe. They were the first Frankish kingdom to unify Gaul,
and they laid the foundation for the Carolingian Empire. The Merovingians
also introduced Christianity to Gaul, and they were responsible for the
construction of many churches and monasteries.



The Merovingian Kingdoms were a significant period in the history of
France and western Europe. They were the first Frankish kingdom to unify
Gaul, and they laid the foundation for the Carolingian Empire. The
Merovingians also introduced Christianity to Gaul, and they were
responsible for the construction of many churches and monasteries.

The Merovingian Kingdoms 450 - 751 by Jean Clottes
4.3 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 10970 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 408 pages

A Comprehensive Guide for Budding Inventors
and Backyard Builders: Unleashing Your
Creativity and Innovation
For those with a restless mind and a passion for creation, the world of
inventing and backyard building offers endless possibilities. Whether
you're a budding inventor with...
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The Ultimate Shopper's Guide to Purchasing
Weight Lifting Equipment for Your Home Gym
Are you looking to build your own home gym but don't know where to
start? This comprehensive guide will provide you with all the information
you...
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