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Oneness Pentecostals, also known as Apostolic Pentecostals or simply
Oneness, are a branch of Pentecostal Christianity that has a unique
interpretation of the Trinity, the central doctrine of Christian faith. This article
aims to provide a comprehensive overview of their beliefs and practices
regarding the Trinity, exploring the historical background, distinctives, and
controversies surrounding their theology.

Historical Background

The origins of Oneness Pentecostalism can be traced back to the early
20th century within the Pentecostal movement. In 1914, a group of
Pentecostal ministers in Texas challenged the traditional Trinitarian
doctrine, arguing for the belief in one God who manifests Himself in three
distinct forms: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
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This movement gained momentum through the influence of notable figures
such as George T. Haywood, William H. Durham, and Charles Parham,
who founded the Apostolic Church, one of the first Oneness Pentecostal
denominations.

Beliefs

Oneness of God

The central tenet of Oneness Pentecostalism is the belief in the "oneness"
of God. They reject the traditional Trinitarian doctrine of three distinct
persons (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) within one Godhead. Instead, they
believe in a single, unified God who manifests Himself in three ways or
roles: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Jesus Christ

Oneness Pentecostals believe that Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of
God, but they do not consider Him to be a separate person from God the
Father. They believe that the pre-existent Jesus is the full expression of
God, the "manifested God," and that He came to earth in human form to
save humanity from sin.

Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is understood by Oneness Pentecostals as the power and
presence of God. They believe that the Holy Spirit is not a separate person
but rather the active force of God working in the world and within believers.

Baptism and Salvation

Baptism in the Holy Spirit is considered a transformative experience in
Oneness Pentecostalism. They believe that when believers receive the



Holy Spirit, they are filled with power and guidance, leading them into a
deeper relationship with God.

Salvation is understood as a process of being born again through faith in
Jesus Christ and receiving the Holy Spirit. Oneness Pentecostals
emphasize the importance of repentance, baptism, and daily living
according to the teachings of Christ.

Practices

Worship Services

Oneness Pentecostal worship services are characterized by a lively and
energetic atmosphere. They typically include singing, praying, preaching,
and often speaking in tongues, which they believe to be a sign of being
filled with the Holy Spirit.

Evangelism and Missions

Oneness Pentecostals are known for their zeal for evangelism and
missions. They believe in the urgency of sharing the gospel and reaching
out to the lost. Many Oneness Pentecostal churches support missionary
efforts in various parts of the world.

Fellowship and Community

Oneness Pentecostals emphasize the importance of fellowship and
community within the church. They gather for regular prayer meetings,
Bible studies, and social events, fostering a strong sense of unity and
support.

Controversies and Criticisms



The Oneness Pentecostal doctrine of God has been met with controversy
and criticism from other Christian denominations. Traditional Trinitarians
argue that their belief system falls short of the biblical evidence for the
Trinity. They point to verses such as John 14:26, which describes the Holy
Spirit as a "He," and 1 Corinthians 12:4-6, which mentions the three distinct
persons of the Godhead.

Other criticisms include the focus on speaking in tongues as a proof of
being filled with the Holy Spirit and the rejection of the traditional Christian
creed. Some critics also question the historical accuracy of the claims
made by Oneness Pentecostals regarding the origins of their beliefs.

Oneness Pentecostals represent a distinct branch of Christianity with a
unique interpretation of the Trinity. Their belief in the oneness of God, the
role of Jesus Christ as the full expression of God, and the importance of the
Holy Spirit has shaped their theology, practices, and mission. While their
beliefs differ from traditional Christian doctrine, they remain committed to
spreading the gospel and living a life filled with the power of God.

Understanding the beliefs and practices of Oneness Pentecostals is
essential for fostering interfaith dialogue and promoting unity within the
Christian community. By exploring the historical context, distinctives, and
controversies surrounding their theology, we can gain a deeper
appreciation for the diverse interpretations of the Christian faith.
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