
Essential Words and Phrases to Help You
Maximize Your TOEFL Score
The TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) is a standardized test
designed to evaluate the English proficiency of non-native speakers. It is
widely used by universities and colleges around the world to assess
applicants' English language skills for admission purposes. Maximizing
your TOEFL score is crucial for achieving your academic goals, and one
way to do this is by mastering essential words and phrases that are
commonly tested. This article will provide you with a comprehensive list of
these essential words and phrases, as well as practical tips for using them
effectively in your TOEFL exam.

Academic Vocabulary

Abstract: Not concrete or tangible

Analyze: To examine something in detail

Argue: To present reasons for or against something

Cite: To quote or refer to a source of information

Conclude: To reach a decision or judgment

Criticize: To find fault with something

Data: Information that is collected and analyzed

Evaluate: To make a judgment about something based on evidence

Hypothes: A tentative explanation that is tested through research



Methodology: The methods and techniques used in a research study

Phenomenon: An observable event or occurrence

Research: A systematic investigation into a subject

Theory: A set of ideas that explains a phenomenon

Thesis: A main idea or argument in a piece of writing
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Listening Section

Lecture: A speech given to a group of people

Conversation: A dialogue between two or more people

Announcement: A formal statement made to inform the public

Interview: A conversation between two or more people, where one
person asks questions and the other person answers
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Speech: A formal address given to an audience

Reading Section

Fiction: A story or novel that is not based on real events

Nonfiction: A book or article that is based on real events

Academic text: A book or article that is written for students or
researchers

Popular text: A book or article that is written for the general public

Speaking Section

Describe: To give a detailed account of something

Explain: To make something clear or understandable

Narrate: To tell a story

Persuade: To convince someone to do something

Recommend: To suggest something to someone

Writing Section

Summarize: To give a brief overview of something

Paraphrase: To restate something in different words

Argue: To present reasons for or against something

Analyze: To examine something in detail

Evaluate: To make a judgment about something based on evidence



Familiarize yourself with the essential vocabulary. Make a list of
the words and phrases provided in this article and study them
thoroughly.

Understand the context of the words. Pay attention to the way the
words are used in sample TOEFL questions and practice materials.

Use a dictionary or thesaurus. Look up unfamiliar words in a
dictionary to understand their meaning and find synonyms or
antonyms.

Practice using the words in sentences. Write sentences using the
essential vocabulary to improve your fluency and accuracy.

Take practice tests. Practice using the essential vocabulary in
realistic TOEFL conditions to identify areas where you need
improvement.

Seek feedback from a tutor or teacher. Ask a qualified instructor to
review your writing and speaking and provide feedback on your use of
essential vocabulary.

Mastering essential words and phrases is crucial for maximizing your
TOEFL score. By familiarizing yourself with the vocabulary, understanding
its context, and practicing regularly, you can significantly improve your
communication skills and increase your chances of success on the TOEFL.
Remember, language proficiency is a journey that requires consistent effort
and dedication. With patience and perseverance, you can achieve your
TOEFL goals and unlock new opportunities in your academic and
professional endeavors.
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